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PrefacePrefacePrefacePrefacePreface

PROVIDING a free, appropriate public education to children in
California has never been more challenging. In California some
school districts face increasing numbers of families who lack a
permanent residence, resulting in a highly mobile student popula-
tion. These students may live in motels; share homes with others;
reside in a shelter; or have no address and live on a campground, in

a park, or in a car. Approximately 222,000 children and youths experience
homelessness in California. To be productive citizens in this country,
children need an education. In California students are entitled to public
educational services. The first step in ensuring a child’s future is enroll-
ment in school.

IN RECOGNITION of the challenges posed by homelessness, the California
Department of Education has produced a tool for districts. This manual
contains information about common barriers to school enrollment that
homeless families face and procedures that school personnel can adopt to
enroll children of such families. Before students can attain proficiency in
attaining the standards adopted by school districts, they must first have the
opportunity to enroll in school. District policies and procedures must be in
place to ensure that homeless children and youths are not denied the
opportunity to enroll in, attend, and succeed in school.

THIS MANUAL  provides guidance for serving homeless children and youths
and helping teachers, administrators, counselors, and other school staff to
work with them effectively. As a result of the efforts of school staff,
students who are in extreme need will have the same opportunities to meet
the academic standards to which all California students are held. Your
efforts are commended and are greatly appreciated.

SONIA HERNANDEZ

Deputy Superintendent
Curriculum and Instructional Leadership Branch
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IN OCTOBER 1990 the California Homeless Coalition, the Sacra-
mento County Office of Education, and the California School
Boards Association sponsored a conference, “The Right to Learn:
Educating Homeless Children.” Experts with diverse backgrounds
convened to look at the challenges of educating homeless children.
The Sacramento County Task Force for the Education of Homeless

Children was formed as a result of the conference and charged with the
task of eliminating barriers to education for homeless children and their
families. The task force diligently prepared a manual, School Procedures
for the Enrollment of Homeless Children, with recommended policies and
procedures for local school districts.

THE MANUAL  was revised and the title changed to Enrolling Students Living
in Homeless Situations under the direction of Wendy Harris, Director,
Elementary Education Division, and Thomas
Lugo, Manager, Academic Support Unit,
California Department of Education, in re-
sponse to numerous requests for updated
information. Monica McRho, Sacramento
City Unified School District, and
Hilary Krogh, Sacramento County
Office of Education, in consultation
with fellow task force members and
Doug McDougall, Consultant, Aca-
demic Support Unit, California De-
partment of Education, were the
primary authors. Dona H. Bolt, Program
Specialist, Oregon State Department of
Education, also provided support and
guidance. The efforts of the individuals
named above are greatly appreciated.


